
 
 

Minutes Constitutional Meeting,  

Saturday 23 February 2008, 

Villa Careggi, Florence (Italy) 
 

 
Opening 

The meeting was opened at 9:45am by Bas Pedroli with a warm welcome to the 

approximately 40 participants from 6 countries who were present. He apologies for several 

other NGOs who had expressed their interest in CIVILSCAPE but could not make it to 

Florence. See the list of participants in Annex 1.  

 

Chair 

Bas Pedroli  then invited Gerrit-Jan van Herwaarden to chair the meeting. The chair 

introduced Arch. Massimo Gregorini, Director of Landscape Heritage of the Directorate for 

Culture, Tourism and Commerce of the Regione Toscana, the hosts for the meeting. 

 

Welcome to Regione Toscana 

Massimo Gregorini kindly welcomed the third Network around the Florence Convention to be 

launched in the Villa Caraggi (after ENELC and UNISCAPE). He expressed the readiness of 

the Regione Toscana to support the Network by making office rooms and additional facilities 

available in the Villa. This was enthusiastically welcomed by the participants. The chair 

thanked Mr Gregorini cordially for his hospitality in hosting this meeting and providing the 

lunch.  

 

Introduction of the participants 

After adoption of the agenda, the chair invited the participants  to introduce themselves, by 

giving name and NGO, and an “intention statement” of four words.   

 

Presentation of CIVILSCAPE history and objectives 

Bas Pedroli then recalled in a short presentation the main reasons for the launch of 

CIVILSCAPE.  
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Discussion of statutes 

At the request of the chair, Bas Pedroli explained the main changes to the statutes since the 

last meeting of the preparatory group in Baarn (NL), in December 2007. All the comments 

discussed then and received afterwards have been incorporated; the statutes are now much 

simpler and more straightforward. No distinction is made between categories of NGOs. No 

further comments have been received on the last version of the document (distributed 5 

February 2008). 

In a short discussion the statutes were positively assessed; two proposals for small 

amendments were agreed upon: 

o a preamble to be added, referring to the intentions of the European Landscape 

Convention and the founding meeting in Florence; 

o In art. 12 clause 1 will be added : If no 50% majority is reached, immediately a new 

General Assembly should be called, which can decide with a simple majority of votes. 

The next procedure is to let the notary verify the statutes, and for this the first composition of 

the Executive Board should be known. These persons will be required to complete a 

statement of agreement with the statutes and their nomination. Forms for these statements 

will be distributed as soon as the notary has verified the statutes. 

After formally passing the deed of formation at the notary, a bank account can be opened and 

formal membership applications can be made.  For membership applications, forms will also 

be distributed in due course. 

 

Executive Board 

The chair advised that 5 persons have confirmed their candidacy for a position on the 

Executive Board: Francesco Alberti (Osservatorio Biellese), Pam Moore (ECOVAST), Inge 

Gotzmann (BHU), Boyana Vasileva (Sandglass), Bas Pedroli (PETRARCA), and Gerrit-Jan van 

Herwaarden (Landschapsbeheer Nederland). The chair introduced the criteria and 

requirements for selection of the Board members, which had been adopted: 

• representing a CIVILSCAPE NGO 

• even distribution of members over Europe 

• even distribution over types of NGOs 

• balanced gender distribution 

• not more than one representative per NGO 

• maximum two representatives per country 

• commitment to invest time and energy 

• good communication capabilities 

The chair added that during lunch break new candidacies can be put forward.  

 

Presentation  

Jaap Dirkmaat (Vereniging Nederlands Cultuurlandschap) presented some useful ideas and 

experiences on influencing landscape policy. 

 

CIVILSCAPE  brochure  

After short discussion it was concluded that the printed brochure available is suitable for 

general purposes, but should be updated with some information on benefits for members and 

eligibility criteria. 
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CIVILSCAPE  logo 

The logo was received with mixed feelings. It was suggested that the possibility for feedback 

would have been appreciated. Some participants were very enthusiastic, others strongly 

disapproved of it. It was clear that a better logo is required. It was decided to keep the logo for 

the time being for visibility purposes, and to try and develop a joint set of new logos together 

with ENELC and UNISCAPE. Riccardo Priore and Bas Pedroli will develop a proposal. 

 

CIVILSCAPE  website 

The website will need content – this will be a task for the coming weeks. Also with reference 

to the website it was decided to co-operate closely with the other two networks, e.g. by using 

one portal. For the moment the website is hosted by the Dutch manifesto group. 

Consequently CIVILSCAPE is saving money.  In due course, when more financial support is 

available, the CIVISCAPE website will be fully independent. 

 

Lunch 

An excellent lunch buffet was served, offered by the Regione Toscana. 

 

Presentations 

Phil Turner (ECOVAST) brought greetings from Michael Dower and Arthur Spiegler, and 

introduced the meeting to Landscape evaluation involving local communities. 

Burkhardt Kolbmüller (Heimatbund Thüringen) presented an extremely useful overview of 

financial support possibilities at the EU. 

 

 

Election Executive Board 

Two new candidacies were proposed. Given the criteria, all candidates were eligible; this was 

confirmed unanimously. This made the composition of the Executive Board as follows, with 

Gerrit-Jan van Herwaarden functioning as President and Bas Pedroli as Secretary/Treasurer: 

 

  Name of NGO Distribution over 

Europe 

Distribution over 

NGO types 

Gerrit-Jan van 

Herwaarden 

Landschapsbeheer 

NL 

NL / northwest National 

Inge Gotzmann Bund Heimat & 

Umwelt 

DE / central National 

Pam Moore ECOVAST UK / all international 

Boyana Vasileva Sandglass BG / southeast National 

Francesco Alberti la 

Marmora 

Osservatorio BCAB IT  / south Regional 

Bas Pedroli PETRARCA NL / northwest international 

Rita Micarelli CEP / Atelier  IT  / south national  

Gerhard Ermischer Spessart Project DE / central local 
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Actions and commitments 

Gerhard gave a short presentation on potential common projects, which could be funded 

through different funding programmes of the EU or national foundations. The project 

proposals were prepared by a core group in advance of the meeting and are open to debate. 

They will be sent to all participants of the meeting and all organisations which have  

expressed an interest in Civilscape immediately after the meeting. Every one can comment, 

add own ideas and propsals until end of March.All answers will be processed and 

suggestions implemented. The results will be discussed at the first meeting of the Executive 

Board in Piestany in April. First concrete project proposals shall then be drafted with 

interested members of Civilscape. All ideas on additional funding possibilities are most 

welcome. Gerhard will work as a co-ordinator, receiving all ideas and proposals and funneling 

them on to all interested parties. 

 

Almost all the actions agreed upon in Baarn, December 2007, had been carried out since. 

CIVILSCAPE had also been presented by Bas Pedroli at meetings of UNISCAPE (Florence, 19 

January 2008), of the Landscape Observatory Biella (25 January 2008) and of ENELC 

(Barcelona, 19 February 2008). Also, in individual meetings, the initiative was introduced to 

Jean François Seguin (President of the Conference of Member States of the Landscape 

Convention) and to Maguelonne Déjeant-Pons (the Secretariat of the Landscape Convention 

at the Council of Europe). Unfortunately, neither could attend the founding meeting.  Bas 

Pedroli also presented CIVILSCAPE to a meeting of OING, the umbrella organisation of NGOs 

at the Council of Europe, in Strasbourg (24 January 2008); CIVILSCAPE had been invited to join 

OING. This will be one of the first points to be decided by the Executive Board. 

 

Many new good ideas were proposed, as can be seen from the following overview:  

ACTION WHO WHEN  

Send out structured project proposals for COST action 

to all participants to express interest (within 4 weeks; 

deadline 28 March!)  

Gerhard Ermischer 25 Feb /  

25 March 

Action Plan to develop strategy to influence EU 

policies on landscape in mutual consultation with 

ENELC, UNISCAPE and CoE (connect with ESDP and 

ELC) 

Exec. Board (Bas 

Pedroli to co-

ordinate) 

31 March 

EU Cultural Policy: EC organised platform on Culture. 

Platform to be proposed by CIVILSCAPE (+ 

UNISCAPE, EUROPA NOSTRA, ECOVAST etc.) 

Gerhard Ermischer 24 April 

International Day of the Landscape 21 June:  

Announce on the CIVILSCAPE website; stimulate 

participation; after 21 March further details 

Bas Pedroli 1 March / 

21 March 

Ask CoE for permission to distribute report on EU 

financing of landscape project 

Burkhardt 

Kolbmüller 

5 March 

Civil Society Initiative to comment on future Agricultural 

Policy (Sibiu) 

Alexandra Kruse / 

Burkhardt Kolb-

müller to send info 

5 March 
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ACTION WHO WHEN  

Promote CIVILSCAPE among colleagues and 

interested NGOs  

Organise major CIVILSCAPE event to increase 

visibility (combined with General Assembly?) 

All 

 

Exec. Board 

 

 

24 April 

Update flyer and promotional material 

Define benefits for members 

Gerrit-Jan / Pam 

Moore 

24 April 

Prepare to apply to Europe for Citizens programme 

(deadline February 2009) 

Burkhardt 

Kolbmüller 

To be taken 

up after 

summer 

Define working programme for the Executive Board 

and propose priorities 

Gerrit-Jan van 

Herwaarden 

24 April 

Arrange legal establishment of CIVILSCAPE and open 

bank account 

Bas Pedroli 25 March 

Newsletter Gerrit-Jan van 

Herwaarden 

31 March 

Fill and promote website 

Provide link to CIVILSCAPE website from all member 

organisations 

Gerrit-Jan van 

Herwaarden /  

All 

March 

Reorganise website together with ENELC and 

UNISCAPE 

Dirk Lischewski / 

Riccardo Priore /  

Exec. Board 

Summer 

2008 

ECOVAST event, possibly in UK Pam Moore October? 

New logo (to be co-ordinated with ENELC – 

UNISCAPE, and with the CoE for reference to the 

official ELC logo) 

Bas Pedroli June 2008 

Formulate subjects and problems on which to focus, 

and invite reactions 

Rita Micarelli 21 March 

PR to get through to the vast majority of citizens still 

not knowing about the ELC 

Concentrate on places where people actually live 

Peter Howard to 

advise 

Summer 

2008 

General Assembly to confirm or amend the 

composition of the first Executive Board 

Exec. Board 2009 

Join the initiative of the Landscape Biennale November 

2008 (Regione Toscana, ENELC, UNISCAPE) 

Exec. Board April 

Find out about cheap guest accommodation not too far 

from Villa Careggi (or in the Villa) 

Bas Pedroli to apply 

to Regione Toscana 

April  

 

 

Other business  

The next meeting of the Executive Board will take place in Piešt’any on the occasion of the 

meeting of the Workshop of the European Landscape Convention organised in Slovakia, 24 – 

25 April 2008. The Executive Board will prepare a realistic budget based on anticipated 

membership fees.  
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Closure 

The Chair closed the meeting at 17:30, thanking all the participants for their contributions and 

concluding that this was a very pleasurable experience working together in such a positive 

atmosphere.  

 

Excursion Sunday 24 February 
On the following day 10 participants took part in a visit to two other Medicean Villas, led by 

Rita Micarelli and Giorgio Pizziolo. Walking through the gardens of these villas and the 

landscape, the paradoxical situation of landscape around Florence became perceivable. The 

excursion ended with a simple but very hospitable lunch at the Casa del Populo in Careggi.  

------------------------------------------------------ 
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Participants Civilscape Constitutional meeting  

Florence 23 February 2008 

 
Name 

 

Organisation Countr

y 

Email address 

Massimo Gregorini Repr.  Regione Toscana, Dept. 

for Culture, Tourism and 

Commerce [host] 

IT Massimo.Gregorini@Regione.Toscana.it 

Gerrit Jan van 

Herwaarden 

Landschapsbeheer Nederland NL g.j.van.herwaarden@landschapsbeheer.nl 

Philip Turner; 

Pam Moore 

 

European Council for Villages 

and Small Towns (ECOVAST) 

int. p.turner@ruralnet.org.uk 

pam.moore59@ntlworld.com 

Georgio Pizziolo;  

Rita Micarelli; 

Doria Landi;  
Ciumei Maurizio 

 

Atelier of Mediterranean 

Landscapes / Experiencing 

Landscape Coordination for the 

European Landscape 

Convention (ELC ELC) 

IT pizziolo@unifi.it;   
 
dorialandi@virgilio.it 

Amy Strecker 

 

Landscape Alliance Ireland IE Amy.Strecker@EUI.eu 

Riccardo Priore European Network of Local and 

Regional Authorities for the 

Implementation of the European 

Landscape Convention (ENELC) 

int. riccardo.priore@recep-enelc.net 

Giuseppe Pidello;  
Maurizio Maggi; 

Riccardo Avanzi; 

Stefania Tron; 

Maria Pia Flaim; 

Giuliano Canavese 

Mondi Locali, Italian Section of 

Local Worlds – European 

Network of Ecomuseums 

IT giuseppe.pidello@libero.it; 

maggi@ires.piemonte.it;  r.avanzi@libero.it;  

tron@irur.it;  mariapia.flaim@provincia.tn.it;  

orizzonteserra@gmail.com;   

Francesco Alberti 

La Marmora 

Osservatorio Beni Culturali e 

Ambientali del Biellese;   

Coordination of Piedmont  

Landscape Observatories 

IT francesco@palazzolamarmora.191.it 

Harald Rosmanitz; 

Gerhard Ermischer 

 

Archeological Spessart Project DE info@pcl-eu.de 

ermischer@spessartproject.de 

Burkhardt 

Kolbmüller 

 

Thüringen Heimatbund DE b.kolbmueller@t-online.de  

Bas Pedroli 

 

PETRARCA / Alterra int. bas.pedroli@wur.nl 

Inge Gotzmann 

 

Bund Heimat und Umwelt (BHU) DE gotzmann_bhu@gmx.de  

Dirk Lischewski Gesellschaft für Quellökologie 

und Quellschutz (GfQ) 

DE dirk.lischewski@gfq-ssec.net  
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Name 

 

Organisation Countr

y 

Email address 

Gianfranco 

Franchi 

Associazione Italiana die 

Architetura del Paesaggio 

(AIAPP) 

I gianfrancho.franchi@gmail.com  

segretaria.nazionale@AIAPP.net  

Alexandra Kruse 

 

EucaLand int. landschaft@bfls.de / kruse@eucaland.eu  

Egbert Jaap 

Mooiweer;  

Jaap Dirkmaat 

Vereniging Nederlands 

Cultuurlandschap 

 

NL 

 

ejmooiweer@nederlandscultuurlandschap.nl 

jdirkmaat@nederlandscultuurlandschap.nl 

Peter Howard 

 

Landscape Research Group /  

Nordic Landscape Research 

Network  

UK peterjhoward@btinternet.com  

    

Severpaolo 

Tagliasacchi 

 

FERGUS Foundation 

 

IT / NL 

 

setaglia@tin.it  

Paolo Perna 

 

Legambiente IT p.perna@studiohelix.191.it 

Monica Bocci 

 

University of Urbino IT boccimonica@tin.it  

José-María 

Ballester 

 

Director of Programme “Heritage 

and Territory”at Fundación 

Marcelino Botin / Europa Nostra 

ES / int. josemariaballester@yahoo.es  

Andrea Rossi Comunita’ montana del 

casentino/ecomuseo del 

casentino 

/ Mondi Locali 

IT ecomuseo@casentino.toscana.it / 

andreaross@alice.it  

Antonella Bondi 

 

presidente Agenzia siciliana per 

il paesaggio 

IT a.bondi@tin.it  

Monica Sassatelli 

 

Unversità di Ferrara [observer] IT sssmnc@unife.it  

Donatella Venti; 

Antoniella 

Giampaolo 

Provincia di Terni / ELC ELC IT venti@provincia.terni.it;  
ass.antoniella@provincia.terni.it  

Maria Chiara Zerbi 

 

Società Geografica Italiana 

ONLUS 

 

IT  mariachiara.zerbi@unimi.it  

Expressions of interest received before 23 Feb 

2008 

  

Bernd Blümlein German Association for Landcare DE bluemlein@lpv.de  

Ana  Ayuso  

Alvarez; 

Frenando Prieto 

Observatorio de la Sostenibilidad 

en España (OSE) 

ES anamaria.ayuso@uah.es; 

F_PRIETO@YAHOO.COM  

Boyana Vasileva Sand-glass Foundation BUL boyana@sand-glass.org  

Sandra 

Kapetanovic 

Expeditio (Montenegro) ME expeditio@cg.yu  
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Name 

 

Organisation Countr

y 

Email address 

Chantal Pradines Arbres et Routes FR chantal.pradines@wanadoo.fr  

Pauwel Bogaert Regionaal Landschap Houtland BE pauwel.bogaert@west-vlaanderen.be  

Maja Simoneti Slovenian Association of 

Landscape Architects 

SI info@dkas.si  

Cristiana Storelli International Landscape 

Association (ILA) 

CH / int. cristorelli@hotmail.com  

Gloria Pungetti Cambridge Centre for Landscape 

and People 

UK cclp@hermes.cam.ac.uk 

Almo Farina Coglierne il fiore, Lunigiana IT almo.farina@uniurb.it  

Juan Antonio 

Morales 

ADTA (Asociación para la 

Defensa del Territorio del 

Aljarafe) 

ES adta@adta.es  

Mauro Agnoletti European Environmental History 

Society 

int. mauro.agnoletti@unifi.it  

Paolo Baldeschi 

 

 IT paolo.baldeschi@libero.it  

 

 


