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C I V I L SC A P E
NGO’s for the European Landscape Convention

The Future of EuropeThe Future of Europe’’ s Landscapess Landscapes
�� a challenge for Civil Societya challenge for Civil Society
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Landscape, a major asset for civil societyLandscape, a major asset for civil society

� crisis in the European 
landscape

� abandonment, encroachment
� EU policies (CAP etc.) will 

lead to further changes in 
landscape

� can urban people identify 
themselves with specific 
landscapes?

� landscapes without people 
connected to them are no 
longer living landscapes
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Every landscape worth to be taken care ofEvery landscape worth to be taken care of

� cultural landscape: round 
circle

� landscape: public 
responsibility

� landscape: “mirror of our 
innermost selves”

� participation in landscape 
planning and management: 
a right and a duty for all
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The hidden costs of our behaviourThe hidden costs of our behaviour

� Taormina, Petrarca, French law:              
the self-evidence of unity of man 
and landscape is lost 

� problems of violence, detachment of 
young urbans, of rural inhabitants in 
areas in decay, search for identity !

� landscape approach: the natural basis for integrating 
people with nature
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Therefore:Therefore:
action takenaction taken

� Landscape Manifesto Group in the Netherlands:             
33 NGO’s united: take changes in spatial planning as a 
challenge for achieving improved landscape quality

www.landschapsmanifest.nl

� Facilitation of public involvement stimulated by the NL 
Government: knowledge exchange

� Girona (ES) September 2006: Initiative for a NGO 
Platform, widely supported

� Strasbourg (F) March 2007: towards an action plan
� Baarn (NL) December 2007: founding meeting
� Legal status and structure being prepared now
� Florence (I) 23 February 2008: 

constitution as foundation



Florence 23 February 2008 Bas Pedroli

Why a Platform of Why a Platform of 
Landscape Landscape NGONGO’’ ss??

� Today no structure uniting NGO’s active in the landscape; 
local, regional and national NGO’s would feel more mutual 
support if they could fall back on their colleagues abroad 
across Europe

� In the discussions on the implementation of the European 
Landscape Convention there is a need to complement the 
levels of  
a) the local and regional authorities (ENELC) and 
b) the universities (UniScape), with 

c) representatives of civil society (CIVILSCAPE). 
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European 
Landscape 
Convention

Secretariat at 
the Council of 

Europe

ENELC
representatives 

of local and 
regional 

authorities

CIVIL SCAPE
NGO’s for the

European
Landscape 

Convention

UNISCAPE
Universities in
support of the
European

Landscape
Convention 

Conference of 
contracting 

parties

Networks around Networks around 
the European the European 
Landscape Landscape 
ConventionConvention
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Troefkaart  van Europa
Rotterdam, 9 juni 2005
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European Landscape Convention is European Landscape Convention is 
alive and kicking !alive and kicking !
� Cultural Pathways 

(Spessart project, D)
� Landscape 

Workshops (e.g. of 
PETRARCA)

� Landscape Circle 
(Landscape Alliance 
Ireland, IE)
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Focus NGO PlatformFocus NGO Platform
� transfer of knowledge concentrating on landscape 

management (actor participation, financing landscape 
management, quality objectives, assessment methods, 
etc.),

� exchange of experiences focussing on local projects 
(including excursions),

� strategy development to influence national and EU-
policies affecting landscape and to put landscape on the 
European Agenda,

� stimulation of cross- and transnational projects on 
landscape management.



Florence 23 February 2008 Bas Pedroli

NGONGO’’ ss actively involved thus far (February 2008): actively involved thus far (February 2008): 

� Landscape Manifesto Group (33 Landscape NGO’s, NL) 
� Heimatbund Thuringen e.V. (D)
� Sand Glass Foundation (BG)
� ECOVAST (int.)
� Observatory BCA Biellese (I)
� Bund Heimat und Umwelt (D)
� Expeditio (MN)
� Mondi Locali (I)
� PETRARCA (int.)
� International Landscape Association (CH)
� Atelier dei Paesaggi Mediterranei (I)
� Landscape Alliance Ireland (IE)
� Ecomuseum Valle Elvo e Serra (I)
� Spessart (D)
� and others

Initiative: Gerrit-Jan van Herwaarden (Stichting Landschapsbeheer
Nederland) & Bas Pedroli (Alterra WUR), on behalf of the
Landscape Manifesto Group, The Netherlands.
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Founding meeting Founding meeting 
23 February 200823 February 2008

Florence, Villa Florence, Villa CareggiCareggi

� develop a website to easily find all European NGO’s active in the 
sphere of landscape, and their activities and newsletters

� join efforts in exchanging information on successful landscape 
actions

� organise excursions to good examples of landscape practice
� join the organisation of the Day of the Landscape 21 June 2008
� join organisation of Tuscan Landscape Biennale 12 – 15, Florence, 

November 2008
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NGONGO’’ ss in support of the European in support of the European 
Landscape Convention,  unite !Landscape Convention,  unite !

soon in the air:soon in the air: www.CIVILSCAPE.orgwww.CIVILSCAPE.org
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